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TThhee  PPaarriisshh  ooff  CCoommppttoonn  BBiisshhoopp  
  

 

VViillllaaggee  DDeessiiggnn  

SSttaatteemmeenntt  
 

EExxhhiibbiittiioonn  mmaatteerriiaall  
DDeecceemmbbeerr  22000011  

  

VVoolluummee  22  
  

 

TThhiiss  bbooookklleett  ccoommpprriisseess  tthhee  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  aanndd  ddiissppllaayyss  eexxhhiibbiitteedd  ttoo  tthhee  PPaarriisshh  ooff  CCoommppttoonn  BBiisshhoopp  aatt  aann  ooppeenn  

eexxhhiibbiittiioonn  oonn  DDeecceemmbbeerr  11sstt  22000011  hheelldd  iinn  tthhee  MMeemmoorriiaall  HHaallll,,  CCrroossss..  

TThhee  eexxhhiibbiittiioonn  rreepprreesseennttss  aa  ssiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  ssttaaggee  ooff  tthhee  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  ooff  aa  VViillllaaggee  DDeessiiggnn  SSttaatteemmeenntt  ((VVDDSS))  aanndd  iiss  

tthhee  ccuullmmiinnaattiioonn  ooff  1100  mmoonntthhss  wwoorrkk  aanndd  pprreeppaarraattiioonn,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  aann  iinnddiivviidduuaall  qquueessttiioonnnnaaiirree  ttoo  eeaacchh  mmeemmbbeerr  ooff  

eevveerryy  hhoouusseehhoolldd  oovveerr  tthhee  aaggee  ooff  1111  yyeeaarrss..  IItt  ccoonnssoolliiddaatteess  tthhee  aassppiirraattiioonnss  ooff  TThhee  PPaarriisshh  iinn  aallll  mmaatttteerrss  

rreeggaarrddiinngg  tthhee  cchhaarraacctteerr  ooff  tthhee  PPaarriisshh  aanndd  iittss  vviieeww  oonn  ffuuttuurree  ppllaannnniinngg  aanndd  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt..  

  

  

  

PPlleeaassee  rreettuurrnn  tthhiiss  bbooookklleett  ttoo  RRiicchhaarrdd  PPaarrkkeerr 
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Section 4 Background to our villages character  
 

4.1 Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) 

 

“Designated in 1972, the Mendip Hills AONB…… is recognised as being of national importance for its landscape 

beauty”. 

 

 

 

Influence of AONB on our village….. 

 

Some Aims 

 

Landscape and the community 

 Encourage local communities to understand the value and nature of the historic environment, and to 

manage and maintain it. 

 Encourage more effective protection of AONB landscape through effective operation of the 

planning system. 

 The Mendip Hills AONB management should work closely with local people, especially Parish 

Councils. 

 Encourage the development of villages with local services surviving with pubs, shops and post 

offices. 

 Encourage affordable housing schemes. 

 

Farming 

 Encourage a return to more extensive farming 

 Encourage acquisition of land by organisations who will conserve its wild character. 

  Protect and conserve field boundaries for their landscape, wildlife and historical values. 

 Enable access by the public and education groups. 

 Encourage appropriate replanting by owners 

 Set up an AONB deer management group 
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 Where new farm buildings are  required, encourage good design appropriate  

 Identify opportunities for appropriate re-use of redundant farm buildings. 

 

Transport and Access 

 Seek to protect the verges from vehicle damage and to manage them for maximum wildlife value 

 Accommodate a wide range of recreational uses 

 Protect rights of way 

 Seek to enhance public transport and reduce the use of private cars 

 Encourage sustainable tourism to address local needs and protect the landscape 

 Encourage awareness of wildlife importance of redundant quarries 

 Address transport problems faced by local communities. 

 

[Notes taken from Mendip Hills AONB Management Plan] 

 

4.2 The Landscape 

 

 

 

The landscape dominates our village. Its existence depended on the particular geography of the hills above us. 

Its great beauty has made it precious to walkers, riders and artists from all parts of the world. As residents 

we may take it for granted, but it is worth remembering that people have chosen to live here since neolithic 

times. We are surely privileged to continue to do so. 

Today, almost all industry once associated with the village has gone and most aspects of traditional rural life. 

The parish first became “gentrified” and then “suburbanised” like most of those in the Cheddar Valley, a 

dormitory for those of us who work or shop in other parts of the county or beyond. 

Noted for its peace and tranquillity, it has become a highly desirable place to live, which is reflected in its 

high land and property values. Pressure on the landscape now comes from both the authorities and developers 

keen to meet housing targets and make profits. 

There is a responsibility that any changes that are made enhance the parish by considering the scale of any 

changes and the appropriateness of the materials that are used. The latter should blend with existing housing 

and with the particular features of the landscape. 
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4.3 A brief history 

 

 

Pre 7000 BC Old Stone Age. Evidence found on Mendip 

7000 – 3500 BC Middle Stone Age. Evidence in Cheddar caves 

3500-1800 BC New Stone Age [Neolithic] Evidence found at Picken’s Hole  

1800-500 BC Bronze age bracelet found on pumping station, Cross [1898] 

500 BC Upper slopes of our hills already stripped of forest 

500-50BC Iron age field bank on Wavering Down. 

Crook Peak from ‘Cruk’ Iron age word meaning ‘pointed hill’ 

50-300AD Romans used Drove roads over Wavering Down to transport lead 

possibly to Rackly Port, probably to Uphill. 

800AD Saxon Manor boundary alond crest of Wavering Down currently 

being re-built. Saxon boundary still clearly visible above Shute 

Shelve. 

1189AD Rackley given port charter [eventually used for shipping cargoes 

such as welsh coal] 

1236 Compton Bishop parish church dedicated 

1100-1550AD Parish owned by the Bishop of Bath and Wells, hence the name [also 

known in the past as Compton Episcopi or Compton Magna] 

1586 Crook Peak a beacon site to warn of the Spanish Armada 

16th Century – present 

day 

Wealthy landowners own most of the land with tennant farmers. 

[mixed arable and dairy with sheep on higher land] 

16th-17th Century Extensive drainage work on levels below the village 

17th Century  Manor Farm, Compton Bishop built 

17th-18th Century Development of road links between Bristol and the Southwest. Cross 

a significant staging post. Associated industries flourished 

[smithies, carpenters, inns] 

Mid 19th Century Newtown Built 

19th Century Quarrying important for building, road stone and lime 

19th Century Development of railway and of market gardening [significant for 

orchards, strawberries, peas and potatoes] 

1930’s Cross by-pass built 

1930-80’s Significant presence of convalescent homes 

1963 Closure of railways 

1950’s  End of quarrying 

1960’s Building and opening of M5 motorway 

1970’s Dutch Elm disease 

1972 Declaration of AONB 

1975 Planning ‘envelope’ designated for Cross 

1982 End of 800 year Church ownership of land 

1986 National Trust purchase Crook Peak 

1990’s Closure of last market garden, last dairy farm, pumping stations, 

post offices, shops and council yard 

15% increase in new housing 

speed cameras, traffic calming on A38 

2001 Tourism/hospitality only significant industry remaining in parish. 
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4.4 Geology and Climate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the past, the landscapes geology and climate provided the very reason for our villages existence and 

development with :- 

 Limestone quarries for building and employment 

 Rich market gardens and orchard land 

 Dry higher slopes, providing plentiful water with many springs issuing on lower slopes (particularly 

after heavy rains) 

 The easiest passage through The Mendips for southbound coaches [Shute Shelve] 

 Easy access to the wild upper slopes, where clean air and mild weather was the basis for a 

flourishing tourist industry 

 Plentiful rain for the grass required for dairy farming [Cheddars 800mm a year to Bedfords 

600mm] 

 

Today : 

 This and the areas great natural beauty provided the reason for the National Trust purchase in 

1985 

 The hills still protect us from the cold north-westerly winds 

 Our closeness to the coast gives us mild winters and cool breezes in the summer.
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4.5 - Natural History 

 

 

Natural History 

Compton Bishop parish covers an area of 860 

hectares (2,125 acres); within this small area 

there are at least 10 distinct habitats. 

This means that there is an enormous variety of 

plants, animals and fungi; including many that are 

nationally scarce, such as Honewort (Trinia glauca) 

–the smallest member of the Umbillifer family, 

bee orchid (Ophrys apifera), Dartford Warbler 

(Sylvia undata), nightingale (Luscinia 

megarhynchos), wheatear (Oenanthe oenanthe), 4 

of the 6 species of reptiles found in UK and at 

least 4 of the 6 species of amphibian. 

The habitats can be divided into three groups ; 

those on the limestone escarpment to the nort of 

Webbington 

road/Old Coach Road, those to the south of the 

road in the valley of the river Axe, and edges. 
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Habitats of the limestone escarpment 

 

 

 

 Calcareous grassland – this 

dominates the landscape and is one 

of the reasons that this area is 

classed as a Site of Special 

Scientific Interest (SSSI).  The 

short springy turf is composed of 

fine-leaved grasses such as Sheep’s 

fescue (Festuca ovina), Red fescue 

(F.rubra) and small herbs.   Many of 

these plants are found only on 

chalk and limestone: Quaking grass 

(Brizia minor), rock roses 

(Helianthemum nummularium), small 

scabious (Scabiousa columbaria), 

dropwort (Filipendula hexapetala), 

pyramidal orchid (Anacamptis 
pyramidalis), milkwort (Polygala 

vulgaris) 

 Limestone heath – on pockets of acid soil developed where acid humus had built up.   Characterised by lime-

hating plants such as bent (Nardus stricta), heather (Calluna vulgaris).    These plants are able to excrete 

acids that modify the soil, to produce the acid conditions that they need, and help to dissolve the 

underlying limestone. 

Together these provide ideal feeding and breeding sites for many butterflies, and for birds such as skylark, 

wheatears, stone chats, the many anthills are a good source of food for woodpeckers and small mammals, such 

as voles and shrews. 
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Ancient managed woodland – King’s Wood 

is nationally important as an example of 

hazel coppice with standards (fully grown 

trees), and for its avenue of small-leaved 

lime (Tilia cordata).   It has a rich 

understorey of shrubs and herbs, including 

ransomes (Allium ursinum) and wood 

anemone (Anemone nemorosa) which form 

a spectacular white carpet in the spring. 

 Regenerating woodland and scrub – 

mostly at the boundary between the 

open hillside and farmland.   Hazel, dogwood, hawthorn, bramble and blackthorn, elder scrub with ash 

trees. 

These woodlands are full of birds; tits, warblers, woodpeckers, kestrels, robins, jays, cuckoo, there is a large 

rookery in ash trees at Compton 

Bishop.   Badgers and dormice are 

relatively common, but nationally rare, 

foxes and deer shelter in the woodland 

and feed on the open grassland and 

farmland surrounding it. 

 

 Bare rock and scree – essential 

basking sites for adder and 

common lizard, in this area many 

rocks are covered by lichens (a 

good indicator of clean air), or in 

wet places by blankets of mosses and liverworts. 

 Farmland at the base of the hills - the open fields are valuable feeding site for flocks of rooks, starlings 

and pigeons, and for winter migrant birds such as fieldfare and redwings. 
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Habitats in the valley of R.Axe 
 

 

 

 Moorland – lowlying land, 

waterlogged for much of the 

year.  Beds of reed grass 

(Phalaris arundinacea and 

Glyceria maxima), with teasel 

and water parsip, provide 

habitat for white throats, 

reed warblers, reed buntings.   

Many insects, including 

dragonflies, and amphibians. 

 Summer pasture – much of 

the moorland has been 

drained.   Many of the fields 

are waterlogged during the 

winter and in spring have a 

beautiful display of flowers, 

lady’s smock (Cardamine 
pratensis), dandelions, marsh and spotted orchids (Dactylorhiza spp.), greater spearwort (Ranunculus 
flammula), meadowsweet (Filipendula ulmaria).    This attracts butterflies and other insects, which in turn 

attract  birds and small insect-eating mammals such as the shrew (Sorex araneus castaneus) and mole.    

Hawks and owls use the willow trees that are found beside the rhynes as vantage points from which to 

hunt these small mammals.   In winter these fields can attract wading birds such as snipe and redshank. 

Ditches and rhynes – waterplants such as water crowfoot (Ranunculus aquatilis), duck weed (Lemna spp.) feed 

small fish and water fowl such as mallard, garganey, coots and moorhens. The small fish are eaten by larger 

fish, such as pike, and birds, such as herons and kingfishers.   Water voles nest in the banks and graze on the 

waterside vegetation.    Poplar trees and pollarded willows along-side the rhynes provide nest sites for birds 

and small mammals, help to stabilise the banks and in the past were a valued source of timber 
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Edge habitats 

 

 

 

 Hedgrows – the mixture 

of shrubs and small 

trees, including 

hawthorn, blackthorn, 

field maple, act as 

woodland margins and 

support many woodland 

birds, insects and small 

mammals. The presence 

of a rich herb layer at 

the base of hedge with 

plants like Dogs mercury 

(Merculialis perennis) 

and mature trees, 

particularly ash or lime, 

often indicates that the 

hedge is very old. 

 Road and track verges  - 

the plants here, such as 

creeping buttercup (R. repens), plantains (Plantago spp.), had to be able to withstand trampling.  This is 

changing now fewer people walk to work.  

 Walls -  the massive limestone walls found in the parish are an ideal site for a wide variety of plants, 

especially ferns, including maidenhair spleenwort (Asplenium trichomanes), rusty-back fern (A. ceterach), 

hart’s tongue (A. scolopendrium), wall rue (A. ruta-muraria) and common polypody (Polypodium vulgare).   

Each face of a wall has a different aspect, thus moisture loving plants and those tolerant of desiccation 

can be found close together.    

Together these are important for birds, insects and small mammals that shelter within the edge but feed in 

the open. 
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All of these habitats are man-made.     

Forest was the natural 

vegetation.   During the Neolithic 

period (~3,000 B.C.) pollen 

records show a fall in abundance 

of Ulmus pollen (known as the 

Elm Decline).   This coincides 

with the domestication of 

animals by man.   Elm leaves are 

very nutritious and were used as 

fodder for sheep and cattle, and 

continued to be used in this 

country until C19.   This would 

have produced a pattern of small 

temporary clearings.   Extensive 

and permanent clearance of 

woodland in Somerset did not 

occur until the late Bronze Age/ 

Early Iron Age (around 400 B.C.). 

Throughout the historical period 

human activities have modified 

the natural environment.    

From C13 onwards drainage works gradually changed flooded moorland into the rich summer pastures that now 

comprise Cross Moor and the flood plain of the Old River Axe.    

Alexanders (Smyrnium olusatrum) was introduced by the Romans as a pot herb, grey squirrels were 

deliberately released from Regent’s Park Zoo in the mid-C20.    

Changes in landuse have changed the abundance of many species.    

Fireweed (Epilobium augustifolium) was a major component of the late glacial vegetation (10.000 B.P.) but had a 

relatively restricted distribution until the second world war when bombing and the subsequent expansion in 

road and house building 

recreated the open 

disturbed conditions it 

requires.    In recent years 

there has been a spectacular 

increase in the numbers of 

birds of prey such as 

buzzards and sparrowhawks, 

coinciding with decreased 

use of certain pesticides and 

decline in the number of 

gamekeepers.   On Cross 

Plain the spread of gorse 

(Ulex europeus), and bracken 

is almost certainly due to 

fewer sheep grazing and less 

winter burning of the 

hillside. 
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